































































































Peripheral Vision






a celebration of intellectual trespassing  by a retired "social scientist" as he tries to make sense of the world..... 



































what you get here


This is not a blog which opines on current events. It rather uses incidents, books (old and new), links  and papers to muse about our social endeavours.So old posts are as good as new! And lots of useful links!



The Bucegi mountains - the range I see from the front balcony of my mountain house - are almost 120 kms from Bucharest and cannot normally be seen from the capital but some extraordinary weather conditions allowed this pic to be taken from the top of the Intercontinental Hotel in late Feb 2020  
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About Me



	

nomadron


	Bran-Rucar corridor,  Carpathian mountains..., Romania
	Can be contacted at bakuron2003@yahoo.co.uk
Political refugee from Thatcher's Britain (or rather Scotland) who has been on the move since 1991. First in central Europe - then from 1999 Central Asia and Caucasus. Working on EU projects - related to building capacity of local and central government. Home base is an old house in the Carpathian mountains 



View my complete profile






E-books you are invited to access


	Post Modernity, Anyone? My recent effort to make sense of this subject o complete, of course, with an annotated bibliography
	WHAT IS TO DONE? the latest version of my effort to understand our economic system - complete with hundreds of book references
	Whistling in the Wind - the 2023 posts
	Just Words - a sceptic's glossary
	a short note and bib on the concept of change
	Puzzling Cultural Values 
	From the Stable State to Disruption
	"The Search for Democracy" (2023) which updates a little book I did in 1977 for community activists and, in exploring various reform efforts in both western and eastern europe, realise that I've limited myself to political efforts and forgotten the broader economics aspects 
	This too will pass – the 2022 posts
	What is to Done? Dispatches to the Next Generation (Oct 2021)  a short mea culpa
	a decade of living in Bulgaria and Romania
	Strathclyde Region's Theory of Change
	Voices in the Air - the 2021 posts
	Patterns of Decline - the strange case of Britain 
	Mapping Romania - updated notes on a mysterious country (2022) My (cultural) introduction to a little-known country
	Peripheral Vision - the 2020 posts
	To Whom it May Concern - the 2019 posts
	In Transit – notes on good governance (1999) The book I wrote two decades ago for young Central European reformers. I find it stands up pretty well to the test of time
	Chinese Administrative Reform - an updated version
	No Man’s Land; journeys across disputed territories (2019) - making sense of the last 50 years of my life
	German Musings (2014 – but enlarged and updated) I have always had a particular affection for this country – and this book has an exhaustive number of hyperlinks explaining why
	Bulgarian Realists – getting to know Bulgaria through its Art (2017 edition) An unusual take on a country, the core of this book are 300 short notes on painters who caught my fancy in the decade I have known Bulgaria
	The Long Game - not the logframe; My 2011 critique of EC Technical Assistance
	short Intro to the Romanian Realist Painters of the 19th and 20th Centuries
	comprehensive resource on Romanian painters 0f 19th and 20th centuries
	My (google) library - all the google books I have stored over the past decade
	Downloaded Books as at 6 Feb2024 - being title and url of some thousand books
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Popular Posts


	

More surveillance - less capitalism

 Shoshana Zuboff is a highly respected academic who has been investigating the effects of information technology on the worlds of work and, ...






	

Changing One's Mind

  I have been totally blown over by Dougald Hine’ s At Work in the Ruins  (2023)  which I read as the most profound exploration of our world...






	

 Is there a Scottish model of policy-making?

Scottish government will celebrate 25 years of renewed existence on 12 May this year. Originally conceived (by a Labour government) with a p...






	

WORLDVIEWS

T o make sense of the world,  w e all create  patterns of meaning. In my youth it was a t ripartite division – conservatives, socialists and...






	

 The Importance of Good Questions

  Rachel Donald is a climate change activist and podcaster/blogger who invited her subscribers over the New Year period to send her question...






	







Peter Drucker's "Deadly Sins in public administration"

   Management books sell like hot cakes – their stacked titles at airport and High street bookshops appealing to your inner cowboy spirit be...






	

Some Politicians can – and do - make a Difference

  ” Emancipations ” is a ”journal of critical social analysis” edited by Albena Azmanova and James Chamberlain to both of whom I am grateful...






	

 In Praise of the Short Book/extended essay

15 years of serious blogging has created almost 2000 posts here – some of which are  extended essays to be grouped together, with some editi...






	

In Praise of the Essay/Book Review

I have always been a fan of tables and matrices – reducing  ideas to the simple format of a 2x2 or 6x3 (or whatever) table. They  not only r...






	

 Reassessing one’s World View

Last month I posted about a book which mapped the painful process of someone changing a worldview which he had held passionately and, with s...














BLOGROLL - Insights into other worlds - good writing and painting


	3quarksdaily - daily pickings of intellectual fare
	Accidental Gods - a wonderful site which mixes environmental concerns with existential and spiritual
	Adam Tooze's Chartbook - rather too frequent for proper digestion  
	Anne Pettifor's blog - the woman who predicted the global crisis from 2003
	art lover blog - beautiful paintings largely from early 20th century
	Arts and Letters Daily - 3 great links each day to useful writing
	Aurelien “tries to understand the world” from long experience in government and academia
	bob sutton management issues
	Boffy's blog - detailed marxist commentary
	Book around the corner - delightful illustrated book blog which focuses on French books and things
	Brain Pickings - why my ambivalence about this site? It identifies useful excerpts from important writers but somehow comes out as too...sugary? 
	Brave New Europe - good open site committed to bring down the neo-liberal thought collective
	Brexit blog - acute blog by chris grey, organ sociologist
	Britain is no country for old men - celebrations pf older men (and the odd woman)
	British paintings - with the BBC as partner. The first 200,000 are here
	clive james - renaissance man
	Consortium News - independent journalism par excellence
	Conversational Leadership - a fantastic resource
	Crooked Timber - a collective blog with occasional group reviews. Quite excellent 
	Cultural Tutor - offers a breathtaking insight (and sounds of) to cultural treasures
	Debunking Economics - Steve Keen's blog may now be behind a paywall but his lecture archive is here
	Documentaries
	Elizabeth Peterson’s reading newsletter - a monthly item which shares the reading she has done - old and new
	European Tribune Diaries - wide ranging discussions
	Eurozine - a great network of 75 European cultural journals
	Evonomics - peerless and wider than mere economics
	Eye on Romania - an expat blog which comments on Romania (and now on Moldova)
	five books - fascinating site which asks knowldgeable people to select 5 key books
	From Poverty to Power - important blog about development issues
	From the third world - a great blog from a Sri Lankan
	george scialabba's wondrous prose -There are many great contemporary literary critics (James Wood and Joseph Epstein for example) but there is only one George Scialabba who has used his sinecure as a Harvard porter to pen the most thoughtful assessments of great writers 
	Global Inequality - Branko Milanovic  was a lead expert for the World Bank on the subject, and has this highly individual blog 
	How to Save the World - ironic title for a highly original if apocalyptic blog
	John Naughton's Online Diary - a superb site by the UK's best technology writer with links even better than the Cultural Tutor
	Literary Hub - links to good writing
	Mainly Macro - one of the best blogs on socio-economic matters
	Mountain walking - my friend Keith's breathtaking photos and text on his "monro bagging"
	music blog which gives a rare and wonderful insight about this world
	new york review of books
	novels about central europe (French)
	Open Democracy - gives access to incredible conversations
	Our Finite World - quite excellent blog from an energy specialist which deservedly attracts a large following 
	pechorin's journal - literary blog
	Planet Critical - powerful site from a "Corruption journalist" to bring prominent activists for climate change together to convince us
	Policy Network - european thinktank - useful papers
	Question the Powerful - a great blog from Henry Tam who writes powerful stuff about democracy and communitarianism
	Real world economics - a blogging cooperative associated with the demystifiers of economics
	rebel wisdom - a fascinating site based on the principle that our system is breaking down and transforming into a new one
	Renegade Inc - a superb site with videos on the most challenging themes of our times
	romanian painters - contemporary
	scheerpost - the most thoughtful radical commentary in the US - with names such as Chris Hedges and Ralph Nader
	Scottish Review - shines light into hidden places
	sebastian salgado - greatest humanist photographer
	site about Romanian painters
	social europe - rather predictable soft left writing
	some russian art - eg Repin utterly neglected by West
	Stumbling and mumbling – a rare blog in which economist chris dillow applies social science techniques to challenge common myths 
	Surplus Energy - the site of Tim Morgan who writes about post-growth 
	The Alternative UK - a political platform arguing for a new approach to politics
	the Bridge of Friendship - a rare multilingual blog by a Bulgarian who covers Romanian culture and politics 
	The Conversation - a delightful pooling of academic and journalistic skills to give us some good and challenging background on current affairs
	the itinerants - the powerful russian school of realist painters
	The next recession - a rare marxist blog which makes real sense
	The Political Economy of Development; Excellent in succinct presentation of ideas from selected reading.
	traditions of Romanian architecture. Valentin mandache's superb site.
	UK in a changing Europe; a useful website for those wanting intelligent analysis of the UK’s relationship with Europe 
	understanding society - rigorous blog by a real social scientist
	Verfassungsblog - superb German blog (but mostly in English) on constitutional issues
	wikigallery - the best art site








QUOTATIONS


"There are four sorts of worthwhile learning - learning about · oneself
· learning about things
· learning how others see us
· learning how we see others"
E. Schumacher (author of "Small is Beautiful" (1973) and Guide for the Perplexed (1977))

"If I had an hour to save the world, I would spend the first 55 minutes thinking about the problem and 5 minutes thinking about the solution"
Albert Einstein
How can I tell what I think, unless I see what I write?
  EM Foster (1927)
  “I will act as if what I do makes a difference”

William James 1890.

"The ideas of economists and political philosophers, both when they are right and when they are wrong, are more powerful than is commonly understood. Indeed the world is ruled by little else. Practical men, who believe themselves to be quite exempt from any intellectual influence, are usually the slaves of some defunct economist. Madmen in authority, who hear voices in the air, are distilling their frenzy from some academic scribbler of a few years back. I am sure that the power of vested interests is vastly exaggerated compared with the gradual encroachment of ideas"
JM Keynes (1935)

"We've spent half a century arguing over management methods. If there are solutions to our confusions over government, they lie in democratic not management processes"
JR Saul (1992)

"The fundamental cause of trouble in the world today is that the stupid are cocksure while the intelligent are full of doubt."
Bertrand Russell, 1950








the other site


In 2008 I set up a website in the (vain) hope of developing a dialogue around issues of public administration reform - particularly in transition countries where I have been living and working for the past 31 years. The site is www.freewebs.com/publicadminreform and contains the major papers I had written about my attempts to reform various public organisations in the various roles which I've had - politician; academic/trainer; consultant.


My most recent writing is listed  in the top right column of this blog.


I can be contacted at bakuron2003@yahoo.co.uk
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about the blog


Writing in my field is done by academics - and gives little help to individuals who are struggling to survive in or change public bureaucracies. Or else it is propoganda drafted by consultants and officials trying to talk up their reforms. And most of it covers work at a national level - whereas most of the worthwhile effort is at a more local level. The restless search for the new dishonours the work we have done in the past. As Zeldin once said - "To have a new vision of the future it is first necessary to have new vision of the past".
I therefore started this blog to try to make sense of the organisational endeavours I've been involved in; to see if there are any lessons which can be passed on; to restore a bit of institutional memory and social history - particularly in the endeavour of what used to be known as "social justice". My generation believed that political activity could improve things - that belief is now dead and that cynicism threatens civilisation
I also read a lot and wanted to pass on the results of this to those who have neither the time or inclination -as well as my love of painting, particularly the realist 20th century schools of Bulgaria and Belgium.
A final motive for the blog is more complicated - and has to do with life and family. Why are we here? What have we done with our life? What is important to us? Not just professional knowledge - but what used to be known, rather sexistically, as "wine, women and song" - for me now in the autumn of my life as wine, books and art....








der arme Dichter (Carl Spitzweg)





my alter ego
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